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Auction:  Do you know anyone that would be willing to donate items or services to raise funds for the Ottawa 
Regional Cancer Foundation? (Tickets to games, theatre tickets, concerts, lunch with the boss, etc.). 

Baby Photo Competition:  Ask all your colleagues to bring in their baby photos.  Scan the photos and pin them 
up or circulate a sheet that includes all of them.  Charge your colleagues a fee for a chance to match the 
photos to the worker.  Award a prize for the most correct answers.  

Bake Sales:  Hold a Friday bake sale so employees have treats to bring home for the weekend.  Ask for items 
to be wrapped attractively so they could be given as gifts.  An alternative to this is to take orders for baked 
goods.  Provide the order form- this ensures that people are getting what they want! 

Baked goods raffle:  Sell raffle tickets to co-workers, friends and family on a baked good (for example: make a 
pie) every Friday, and the winner gets to take home a delicious treat for the weekend! 

BBQ: host a family BBQ and ask everyone to chip in a few dollars. Explain that the money is going to local 
cancer care.  

Best/Worst Tie:  Charge your colleagues a fee to enter a best or worst tie completion.  Offer a prize and have 
the entire office vote at lunchtime. 

Bingo:  Have a Bingo event either at work, or with your friends and family!  Charge an entry fee ($10-$25), and 
then split the money you raise in half, and give one half to the Bingo winner, and the other half can go 
towards your own fundraising to the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation.   

Book Sale:  Ask employees to donate used books to sell from $1 to $5, depending on the title and condition. 

Bottle Drive:  Let people in your neighborhood know that you will be coming around to collect empty bottles.  
Collect the bottles and turn them in to the bottle depot.  

Box Seats:  Ask mangers to donate the company’s box seats at entertainment or sports events.  Sell tickets for 
a draw; winner gets the box-seat tickets. 

Casual days:  For $2 - $5 each, sell “casual day” stickers that allow employees to dress casually on certain days. 

Canister collection: place them at cashier check outs, in a school, sporting event, or in your own home for 
spare change! Make a sign or label to let people know where the funds are going. 

Change Jar/ Penny jar:  Keep a change jar in high traffic areas.  All change is donated to your team fundraising 
totals. The penny is retiring grab them while you can! 

Coffee runs:  Get coffee or tea for your co-workers for one week.  Charge a fee for the week, agree to delivery 
times and put the funds you raise toward your goal.   
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Cookbook:  Ask your coworkers to bring in their favorite recipe and compile them into a Company Cookbook.  
Sell them for $10 - $15 with proceeds going to the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation. 

Corporate Help: Ask local companies to give you a percentage of sales on an item. 

Dinner theme: Have the team host a theme dinner. Host at someone’s house – each team member makes a 
food items. Charge people $10 minimum to attend and be sure to tell them that you are participating in the 
Ottawa Race Marathon and fundraising for the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation!   

Do-ing it for Breast Cancer – Pay $5 to wear your hair in a crazy style to work 

Donation matching: See if you place of employment will match donations made by others. Many companies 
do this a part of their philanthropic pursuits. 

Exercise Class: If you attend a weekly fitness class, work with the facility to see if fees (or a portion) of the fees 
from a particular class could be directed to the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation. 

Flowers and Plants: Spring is coming – get outside and divide up your perennials and have a plant sale. 

Food event: whatever your heart or tummy desires! Potluck, bake sale, soup day, cook off, cake auction, etc! 
Money can be raised through tickets and treat sales.  

Funniest home videos:  Encourage employees to bring in their funniest home videos or create new ones.  Allot 
a time for showing videos.  Establish a small entry fee.  Funniest video wins a prize.  

‘Going without’ sponsorship:  Get people to sponsor you every hour you go without something. 

Guessing jars:  Participants pay $2 for their chance to guess how many jelly beans, etc are in the jar.  Winner 
gets the jar and all of its contents.   

Hoops contest: Erect a Nerf basket ball in the office and schedule time for an elimination shooting match. Co- 
workers pay $5 to $10 dollars to entre and winner gets the glory and gloating rights.  

Ice cream sales: buy individual ice creams treats in bulk and keep them in the freezer at work. Employees can 
purchase at anytime for $3.00.  

Jeans Day:  Send out a companywide e-mail offering jeans every Friday for a month for $20.00 or unlimited 
jeans for the month at $40.00 (Be sure to check with your supervisor!).  

Jersey Day: Pay $5 to wear your favourite team jersey to work 

Karaoke night/competition:  Find a karaoke machine and invite a bunch of friends over.  Have funny prizes 
such as worst singer, best dressed, worst song choice, etc.  Charge them to enter the competition.   
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Laugh it out: Call your local comedy club and ask them to partner with you in hosting a charity comedy nights 
where proceeds from the night can go towards your fundraising.  

Lotto Tree:  Get your team to donate lottery tickets and arrange them in the shape of a tree.  Sell tickets for 
$2. 

Lemonade stand: great to get the kids involved! Prepare your best recipe and set a price or tell people it is by 
donation. Set up at the end of your driveway, during a garage sale, or even at a local company (get permission 
first!).  

Monthly giving: Ask people to who cannot afford to give a total sum up front to give $10-$15/month. 

Music or Art Show: hold a private or public exhibit of artwork or music featuring one or more artists! You’ll 
need a venue, artists, musicians, tickets, and volunteers! Sell tickets and these proceeds can benefit the 
Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation.  

In Lieu: always offer people an opportunity to make a donation in lieu of attending an event you are hosting. 

Pancake Breakfast:  Have a traditional pancake breakfast at work and either set a price for co-workers to take 
part or ask for donations.   

Parking: Auction prime parking spaces for one week blocks. 

Pot Luck lunches at the workplace:  Name every Wednesday “Pot Luck Day.”  Team members take turns 
preparing foods, salads, desserts, etc. and offer them to employees at the workplace for a set price or 
donation. 

Recycle metals/ computers/phones: metals prices are at an all time high. Offer to recycle your friends, 
neighbours and colleagues items. Bring it to the metal recycling and apply the dollars to your fundraising. 

Scavenger Hunt: great way to get a large group involved! Create a list of items for participants to collect 
throughout a designated area – ask each team to raise a certain amount as their entry fee which can then be 
donated to the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation.  

Sell treasures on Ebay or consignment: add dollars paid to fundraising. 

Silent auction:  Have staff bid on items such as extra vacation days, longer lunch hours, VIP parking spots, 
dinner passes, casual days, etc.  Money raised goes to fundraising efforts.   

Skip Birthday cakes: if the office normally buys a cake for each person’s birthday – ask if the money can be 
donated towards the fundraising goal instead.  
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Sporting tickets: ask companies to donate their tickets and raffle them off to co-workers, friends and 
neighbours.  

Sports shorts: organize a base/soft ball tournament, touch football, bowling tournament. Socialize away from 
the office; build strong bonds with colleagues and clients. Charge a fee to participate letting them know you 
are participating in the Ottawa Marathon and fundraising for the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation.  

Theme holiday basket: ask a local business to donate a gift basket and sell tickets to win. 

“Thon” Event: find an activity that can be done for a long period of time – hoola hoop, bowling, dancing, 
watching movies, etc! Ask participants to pay a fee and solicit pledges from family and friends.  

Vacation Day: ask management to donate a vacation day and sell tickets to win or host a mini live auction at 
lunch OR If you are on a team with your co-workers, ask your boss if they can offer a bonus day off for the team 
member that raises the most money. 

Weight Loss Challenge:  Want to lose some weight?  Set a weight loss goal and ask others to donate to every 
pound you lose bringing you closer to your goal weight.   

Wine tasting: host a wine tasting event. Get wine donated and charge tickets to attend. 

Wine Down Wednesdays: employees pay $5 and enjoy a glass of wine at work. 

Yard Sale: collect items from friends, family, neighbor, colleagues. Host a yard sale with proceeds going to 
your fundraising. Tell people you are participating in the Ottawa Marathon and fundraising for the Ottawa 
Regional Cancer Foundation.  


